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Abstract

(471

This paper is an investigation of the main change

nce of the

W, fnke, JE

> =}

individual counter(Cindividual) in the ‘ numeral-classifier-noun ~ (Num-C-N)
construction, and the simplification of the nominal quantification system in Chinese,
and try to get a consistent description and explanation of them within the framework of
Constructionalizaiton and Constructional Changes Theory, which is a constructionalist
approach to language change.

Prior work on the relevant issues are with many divergence, which mainly
focused on investigating the Cindividual itself or the collocation of a Cindividual and its
host, i.e., nouns, but did not pay enough attention to the system of the nominal numeral
counter constructions organized in a network.

Based on the usage and performance of different constructions, the nominal
quantification system as a schema network can be divided into two subschema
constructions: the "noun prior to numeral" schema ([N [Num (N / C)]]) and the "noun
following to numeral" schema ([[Num (C)] N]) . The former is a marked one, only used
as objects after verb, as a pragmatic strategy to highlight the quantity with the [Num (C)]
construction at the end of a sentence. The latter is unmarked one, with more freedom
in terms of syntactic positions, pragmatic situations, relatively. This dichotomy pattern

n

is stable to some degree: the dominated unmarked construction in the system is

the[[Num] N]"construction __Pre-modern Chinese, while the "[[NumC] N]"
construction is dominant one mﬁzﬁt BA, Wjﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁ@ord order in this system is

always consistent with the basic "modifier-head" order pattern of the noun phrase

during the history of the past 3,000 years.

Key words: the nominal [Num-C] constructional system; counter; word order; Cxzn of
~q; CCs of the [Num C] co
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* The Acquisition — Learning Distinction

Acquisition

Sub-conscious
by environment
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Learning

Conscious by
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Picking up words
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